Clark Anderson Rutherford

RUTHERFORD, Clark Anderson
LCdr, RCN
MPK - 13 Sep 1942
Age : 28
Date of birth : 1913
Date of death : September 14, 1942
Year of graduation at WHS : 1931
Rank : Lieutenant Commander*
Unit : Royal Canadian Navy
Circumstances of the death : HMCS Ottawa - Destroyer
On 14 September 1942, U-91, the German submarine
fired a spread of two torpedoes at a destroyer and
observed a hit. Then they saw another destroyer, made a
full circle and fired at 02.15 hours one torpedo, which hit
the center of the ship and caused the ship to explode and
sink. The U-boat commander Captain Heinz Walkerling
thought that they had sunk two destroyers, but HMCS
Ottawa (A/Lt.Cdr. Clark Anderson Rutherford, RCN) was hit
twice and sank in position German naval grid
BC 6191 with the loss of more than 100
crews. Unfortunately, his final resting place
is unknown.

Burial site: The Halifax
Memorial in Nova Scotia
Halifax Memorial – 224
Lieutenant Commander Clark Anderson Rutherford was the son of Stewart
Fleming Rutherford and Gertrude Jessie Rutherford, of Westmount, Quebec.
He was the husband of Marjorie Rutherford.
He was a Commanding Officer aboard
H.M.C.S in the Royal Canadian Navy Ottawa.
His record is written on Page 112 of the
World War II Book of Remembrance. His
name is listed on the Halifax Memorial.

*Lieutenant Commander: a commissioned officer rank in many navies. The rank is superior to a
lieutenant and subordinate to a commander.
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Battle Details
The name "Battle of the Atlantic", coined by Winston Churchill in
1941, is the longest military campaign in World War II which running
from 1939 to 1945. When war broke out, Germany sank the British
merchant ships which conveyed all war supplies for the British army
by U-boats in order to cut off the transporting route of supplies.
However, the British and their allies gradually gained the upper hand,
driving the German surface raiders from the ocean by the end of 1942
and decisively defeating the U-boats in a series of convoy battles
between March and May 1943. New German submarines arrived in
1945, but they were too late to affect the course of the war.
When war broke out, Canadian navy personnel amounted to just 3,684
officers and crew, including RCN Reserve and Volunteer Reserve.
The Merchant Navy lost 1,629 citizens, or others who served on ships
registered in Canada or Newfoundland. Many other Canadians died
serving on ships of Allied merchant navies.
Also, about 200 Canadian seamen were taken prisoner when their ships
were captured or sunk, often in the very early years of the war. Many
spent more than four years interned and eight died as prisoners of war or
during repatriation.
The RCN lost 1,965 men and 24 ships during the War, most of them in
the Atlantic.
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